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 Motor vehicle violations can cost 
you.  In addition to the obvious fines, pen-
alties, and court costs, are collateral conse-
quences, in the form of points and sur-
charges, that can dramatically increase the 
cost associated with even minor viola-
tions.  Everyone understands the idea of 
paying a fine for speeding, and everyone 
understands that points can be imposed, 
but the point system is confusing and 
poorly understood.  

 First, there are the familiar, 
ñmotor vehicle points,ò that the State im-
poses upon conviction.  The way points 
are imposed is sometimes easy to under-
stand. Most of us are personally familiar 
with the classic, two-point speeding ticket.  
It is generally understood that, the higher 
the speed, the more points.  At 15 to 29 
m.p.h. over the limit, four points are im-
posed.  Anything more than 30 m.p.h. 
over will get you five points.  This seems 
to comport with common sense.  In a simi-
lar vein, ñrecklessò driving is a five-point 
offense, while ñcarelessò driving only gets 
two.    

However, common sense will 
not always be your best guide.  For exam-

ple, ñFailure to pass to right of vehicle 
proceeding in opposite directionò is a five-
point ticket.  Tailgating will also get you 
five, but ñslow speed blocking trafficò 
only gets two.  Improperly passing a 
school bus is worth five points, but the 
same maneuver past an ice cream truck 
gets only four.  A DWI charge has huge 
penalties -- but no Motor Vehicle Points.     

The State uses Motor Vehicle 
Points to clamp down on drivers who 
commit an unusual number of traffic of-
fenses.  More than six points in any two-
year period gets you a 30-day license sus-
pension, plus surcharges starting at 
$100.00.  The higher the point total, the 
longer the suspension, and the higher the 
surcharges.  Naturally, there is always a 
fee to get your license reinstated.  

Insurance Eligibility Points are 
part of a different, parallel system that 
runs up the costs even more.  The points 
often match up, most two-point tickets are 
also worth two insurance points. However, 
a DWI carries no motor vehicle points, but 
nine insurance points.  Any ñat-faultò ac-
cident that requires a carrier to pay out 
$1,000 or more gets you five insurance 

points. Add on a couple of two-point 
speeding tickets to a $1,001.00 accident, 
and youôve got the insurance equivalent of 
a nine-point DWI.  Anything up to eight 
points will determine where you land in 
the tier system of insurance rates in the 
ñvoluntary market.ò More than eight 
points will knock you into the ñassigned 
riskò pool, which will vastly increase your 
insurance costs.     

Any time you find yourself head-
ing to municipal court it is important to 
know the points associated with a given 
offense and to do everything possible to 
shave points off your total.  The more 
points a person carries, the more likely 
additional expense becomes. To extend 
our last example, the driver with two ordi-
nary speeding tickets and a total of four 
points is subject to massive insurance rate 
increases if they are involved in even a 
minor fender-bender.  Had those speeding 
tickets been cut down to one-point each, 
the accident would have left the driver 
with seven points ï still within the volun-
tary market.  Since it is impossible to pre-
dict whether you will be involved in an 
accident one day, the only way to protect 
yourself is to minimize points as they 
arise.     

Important òPointsó - The Hidden Costs of Traffic Tickets  
By Richard S. Kohn  

 

 CLDDS was honored on Law Day, May 1, 2009 
by the Ocean County Bar Association.  Daniel J. Carluccio, 
Esq. received the Lifetime Achievement Award for his 
forty-four years of service from the Honorable Edward J. 
Turnbach.  Judge Turnbach set forth Danôs services as the 
Public Defender for Ocean and Burlington Counties, the 
Ocean County Prosecutor, the General Counsel for the Ca-
sino Control Commission and the Chairman of Cease Fire New Jersey. 
 Jonathan Z. Petro, Esq. received the Young Lawyer Award which was 
presented by the Honorable Robert E. Hoffman.  Judge Hoffman noted Jona-
thanôs legal acumen in matrimonial law, as well as his leadership role in Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters of Ocean County. 

 Congratulations to Neil Brodsky receiving the Service Awards from the 
Monmouth-Ocean Development Council on May 7, 2009. 

 The Feature Article about Municipal Court representation is timely be-
cause tickets are being issued at an alarming rate and the financial impact upon 
oneôs automobile insurance premiums can be significant. 

 Have a great Summer!       

      Sincerely, 
 
      Edward J. Dimon 

Message from the  

Managing Member 
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Donõt miss CLDD&S on Comcast televi-

sion throughout the summer!  CLDD&S 

has just completed filming four 30-

second commercials that will air on 

A&E, CNN, Discovery, ESPN, Fox News, 

History, TNT, USA and True TV. 
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MEGHAN E. NAYAK  

 On June 1st, the firm 

welcomed this Summerôs Intern, 

Meghan E. Nayak.  Meghan is a 

lifelong resident of Toms River, 

and a student of Benjamin N. 

Cardozo School of Law, New 

York City.  She received her un-

dergraduate education from New York University, College 

of Arts and Sciences with a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology 

and BA in French Literature and Language.  She earned her 

Master in Science degree in Criminology from the Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 

Philadelphia. 

 Meghan brings with her valuable experience 

through previous internships at the Brooklyn District Attor-

neyôs Office, New Jersey Office of the Attorney General, 

and Nolan, Turnbach & Associates in Brick. 

 In her spare time, Meghan enjoys kayaking and wa-

ter sports, historical fiction, and traveling. 

 

DEBBIE MILLIMET  

 CLDD&S welcomes Deb-

bie Millimet, who joined the staff 

as a temporary employee on July 

1st.  Debbie recently obtained her 

Paralegal certificate from Fairleigh 

Dickinson University.   

 Originally from northern 

New Jersey, Debbie resides in Jackson with her husband and 

daughter.  Debbie enjoys gardening, reading, bowling and 

music.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

NEWS AND NOTES...  Meet the Staff  

  

CLDD&S is delighted to welcome  
Meghan and Debbie to the staff!   

 Members of the 

CLDD&S team were 

ñflying highò when their 

colleague Neil Brodsky 

was honored at the Mon-

mouth Ocean Development 

Council (MODC) 44th An-

nual Silver Gull Awards 

Dinner.  

 Neil received the 

MODC Service Award on May 7th, before 258 of his col-

leagues, business associates and friends at Branches in Long 

Branch.  The MODC Service Award is presented to an out-

standing individual member of the Monmouth-Ocean Devel-

opment Council demonstrating superior leadership and com-

mitment to the goals of the organization.  Neil is General 

Counsel for MODC and a member of its Executive Board. 

  Stephan R. Leone, CLDD&S founding partner, de-

livered a poignant introductory speech honoring Neil's profes-

sional and personal accomplishments before Neil accepted the 

award from State Senator Robert Singer and Benjamin Wal-

dron, MODC Executive Director.  Neil gave a touching 

speech of how deeply he felt for his wife and her support of 

his endeavors, his family, and Mr. Leone and the firm for their 

support in his involvement in business and civic organiza-

tions. 

 Neil was honored along with the MODC Community 

Service Award recipient Monmouth University President Paul 

Gaffney.  Also honored were the Star and Barry Tobias Am-

bulatory Campus, New Jersey Business & Industry Associa-

tion, and Bayshore Regional Sewerage Authority and Wind to 

Energy Program; each received the Economic Development 

Award.  The Tourism Achievement Award went to the City of 

Asbury Park and the Borough of Seaside Heights.   

 Neil typifies the CLDD&S ideal that being a lawyer 

involves more than just the business of practicing lawðit also 

includes community involvement, public services, and aspir-

ing to become a leader in civic and business organizations.  

Well done, Neil! 

 

Congratulations to Managing Partner Edward J. Dimon 
for his appointment to a three-year term to the Board of 
Trustees of the Ocean Medical Center Foundation. 

 

CLDD&S Associate Jonathan Z. Petro has recently 
been appointed to the Ocean County YMCA Board of 
Directors.  Jonathan has been an active member of the 
OC YMCA for 23 years.  He has also been named Co-
Chairman of the Golf Committee.  

 

Congratulations to Associate Lou Felicetta and his wife 
Meg who welcomed their beautiful new baby girl Ella 
Grace this Spring.  And, best wishes to Paralegal Kim 
Davis who welcomed her handsome new son Timothy in 
May. 

Stephan R. Leone (left) & Neil Brodsky  

Ocean Medical Center Appointment  

Welcome New Babies!  

YMCA Appointment  
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Every year on May 1st our commitment to the rule of 

law is celebrated.  This year Law Day was celebrated at the 

Ocean County Courthouse Historic Courtroom 1 with an 

honorarium to two of CLDD&S attorneys Daniel J. Carluccio 

and Jonathan Z. Petro with the Ocean County Bar Associa-

tionôs Lifetime Achievement Award and Young Lawyer 

Award, respectively. 

Retired Superior Court Judge Edward J. Turnbach pre-

sented Danôs wife Judith with the Lifetime Achievement 

Award in a standing-room only courtroom.   When announc-

ing the award, Judge Turnbach said he had great respect for 

Mr. Carluccio, noting that he had served Ocean County for 44 

years.  Mrs. Carluccio thanked the Ocean County Bar Associa-

tion for the award, and read a statement on her husbandôs be-

half.  He said that his career had given him both lifelong 

friendships and professional associations that made him proud. 

Superior Court Judge Ronald E. Hoffman presented 

CLDD&S attorney Jonathan Z. Petro with the Young Lawyer 

Award.  Judge Hoffman honored his former law clerk by say-

ing that he was proud to present this award to him, and had an 

impressive list of accomplishments too long to mention. 

 Congratulations to all that were honored during the 

Law Day festivities in Ocean County Courthouse. 

 Daniel J. Carluccio has been recognized as a New Jersey 

Super Lawyer® for the fifth consecutive year, an honor awarded to only 

5 percent of New Jersey attorneys.  Jonathan Z. Petro and Louis A. 

Felicetta, associates with the firm, have been recognized as New Jersey 

Rising Stars.  Their names appeared in the April 2009 issue of New Jer-

sey Monthly and New Jersey Super Lawyers magazines.  Both are also 

listed on the Web site superlawyers.com. 

 The selection of Super Lawyers, those deemed outstanding in 

their profession, is based on independent research, screening of nomi-

nees, interviews with law firms, a Blue Ribbon Panel review, and the 

results of 35,000 ballots cast by New Jersey attorneys in practice for five 

years or more. 

 Stephan R. Leone, the firmôs founding partner, was awarded 

New Jersey Super Lawyer status in 2005 and 2006, and Diana L. Ander-

son, partner in the firm, was awarded New Jersey Rising Star status in 

2006 and New Jersey Super Lawyer in 2007. 

 During his 41 years as an attorney, Daniel J. Carluccio has 

represented clients in civil, criminal, business, and regulatory matters, 

including litigation and trial. His legal scope ranges from complex busi-

ness litigation to automobile accident cases, product liability claims, 

professional negligence, zoning and other regulatory hearings in the civil 

courts; and defense in the criminal courts. 

 Mr. Carluccio served as the Ocean County prosecutor from 

1992-97; Deputy Public Defender, a member of the staff to Governor 

James Florio, General Counsel to the Casino Control Commission, and 

President of the Bar Association. He was a Democratic state committee 

member for 18 years, a Democratic municipal chairman, and elected 

twice as a delegate to the Democratic National Convention.   

Carluccio is a member of the Board of Directors for Cease Fire New 

Jersey. He is a qualified Rule 1:40 Mediator. 

 Rising Stars recognizes the top up-and-coming attorneys in the 

state, those who are 40 years old or younger, who have been practicing 

law for 10 years or less.  Jonathan Z. Petro joined CLDD&S in 2005, 

and focuses his practice on matrimonial law, child custody, child abuse 

and neglect, juvenile justice and other criminal and civil litigation.  He is 

a graduate of Rutgers University School of Law, and University of Rich-

mond, Jepson School of Leadership Studies.  Throughout law school, he 

clerked for the Ocean County Prosecutor's Office.  Mr. Petro held the 

position of Law Clerk to the Honorable Ronald E. Hoffman, J.S.C., 

Ocean County Superior Court.  He is an active member of the Ocean 

County Bar Association and community organizations, including Big 

Brothers/Big Sisters of Ocean County. 

 Louis A. Felicetta joined CLDD&S in 2002, and utilizes his 

extensive legal experience in the areas of Municipal Land Use, Zoning 

and Planning, Real Estate Transactions and Commercial Litigation 

 

 Before joining CLDD&S, Mr. Felicetta practiced at the law 

offices of Woodland, McCoy & Shinn, LLC, and was law clerk to the 

Honorable R. Barry McAndrews, President Judge in Bucks County, PA. 

A graduate of Widener University School of Law, JD (2000), 

and the University of Rhode Island (1996), he was admitted to the NJ 

Bar in 2000 and to the Federal District Court of New Jersey in 2000. 

 Congratulations to Dan, Jonathan and Lou for their accom-

plishments. 

 

 

OCEAN COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION HONORS TWO CLDD&S ATTORNEYS 

Daniel J. Carluccio Included in 2009 Super Lawyers® List  
  

Jonathan Z. Petro & Louis Felicetta Selected for Inclusion in 2009 Rising Stars®  

Jonathan Z. Petro, Esq. &  
Honorable Ronald E. Hoffman 

Judi Carluccio reading a speech 
written by her husband Dan at 
Law Day. 



 

 

Daniel J. Carluccio  

Stephan R. Leone  

Edward J. Dimon  

John Paul Doyle  

Robert L. Gutman  

Diana L. Anderson  

Neil Brodsky  

Ronald E. Prusek,               
Of Counsel  

Richard S. Kohn  

Louis A. Felicetta  

Paul V. Orecchia  

Annemarie Schreiber  

Jonathan Z. Petro  

Carluccio, Leone, Dimon, Doyle & Sacks, L.L.C. 

9 Robbins Street 

Toms River, NJ  08753 

Visit us online at www.CLDDS.com 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

Carluccio, Leone, Dimon, Doyle & Sacks, LLC 

 

Attorneys at Law 

A Full Service Law Firm 

(732) 797-1600 

 

Civil and Criminal Litigation 

Personal Injury - Corporate Law 

Commercial/Business Transactions 

Land Use Applications 

Purchase and Sale of Business/Professional Practice 

Residential and Commercial Real Estate - Wills - Estate 

Planning & Trusts Elder Law - Family Law 

Join Our Email List  

Would you like to be added to the 

CLDD&S email list?   You can be 

sure to be kept up -to-date with 

firm news and ñLegal Bits and 

Bytesò when you join our email 

list.  Simply drop a note via email 

to mpszczola@CLDDS.com and 

ask to be added to our email list.  

NOTE:  The material contained in ñFirm Commitmentò is of-
fered for educational purposes and is not to be considered legal 
advice which can only be obtained upon direct consultation.  
We welcome questions or comments regarding any information 
contained in these pages and encourage you to contact us at 
732ï797-1600 or email us at carlelaw@CLDDS.com. 


